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Abstract

In this paper, the author will briefly discuss the history of Japanese language
education (JLE) in the United States through a filter of booms in the number of
Japanese language learners in the United States. Three evident booms coincide with:
(1) the Second World War, (2) the Japanese bubble economy of the 1980s, and the rise
in interest in Japanese modern culture since 2000. The author has identified and
classified these three periods as ‘Japanese language booms’ based on a wealth of
primary and secondary evidence, including Japanese textbooks, historical research,
government documents, newspaper articles, Japanese language learner interviews, and
statistical analyses of the given periods. These three booms are labelled as: (1) the
Wartime Japanese Language Boom, (2) the Economic Japanese Language Boom, and
(3) the Culture Japanese Language Boom. The author argues that the Wartime
Japanese Language Boom and Economic Japanese Language Boom share a ‘sense of
competition’ with each other: military competition and economic competition. The
Culture Japanese Language Boom is different in that the increase in Japanese
language learners is based not in a perceived external need to compete with and defeat
Japan to protect American livelihood, but instead on an internal motivation of wanting
to enrich livelihood through the exchange with different culture. In conclusion, the
author will explain why these different booms arose and discuss possible directions
Japanese language education in the United States may take in the future.
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