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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of the study is to clarify difficulties and related factors of oncology nursing in hospital wards.
Method: The subjects were 210 nurses, at wards where more than 10 oncology patients are admitted per month (30
nurses x 7 wards). They were given a self-administered anonymous questionnaire to complete. Results: The highest
level of difficulty was ‘I. Communication’. Novice nurses scored significantly higher on ‘I. Communication’. While
mid-career nurses scored significantly higher on ‘III. Collaboration with doctor’ to ‘VI. Death and dying’. Nurses
with limited experience in oncology nursing scored significantly higher on ‘I. Communication’ and ‘II. Knowledge
and skill’. Discussion: Novice nurses require education on communication, while mid-career nurses require
education on cooperation with other professions and end-of-life care, which includes encouraging professional
autonomy and, nurses with limited experience in oncology nursing require education on communication, and

knowledge and skills.
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