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How is the semantic information of Kanji associated with the contextual information

in inferring the meaning of Sino-Japanese verbal nouns?

Yoko KUWABARA

This study investigated how advanced-level Japanese learners without a kanji background
inferred the meaning of Sino-Japanese verbal nouns and observed how meaning inference differed
when they were presented in a sentence and when they are not. The results showed that meaning
inferences are more likely to be successful when the Sino-Japanese verbal noun is presented in a
sentence. When a kanji in a Sino-Japanese verbal noun has multiple meanings, additional contextual
information enables the appropriate meaning to be selected for correct meaning inference. Therefore,
the recall of kanji meaning, which can be associated with the context, is necessary for the success of
meaning inference. In addition, correctly interpreting the meaning of the head of the Sino-Japanese
verbal noun is not the decisive factor for successful semantic inference. Rather, the degree of success
in the meaning inference of Sino-Japanese verbal nouns seems to depend on the type of word

structure.

Keyword: Sino-Japanese verbal nouns, inference of meaning, information from context, head, non-kanji

background advanced-level learner



