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A Study on Evaluation of Japanese Olfactory Adjective “-kusa:” as Suffix:
Focusing on Positive Usage “-kusaku-te-11”

SUZUKI Azusa

In modern Japanese, the olfactory adjective “-kusai” has been used as suffix of conjecture, like
“pot”, “-rashir” and “-youda”. Though the olfactory expression is few and limited universally, why
it has widened the meaning and usage only in modern Japanese so drastically? Does it have the
negative value as other languages? This paper mentioned the reasons and revealed the 3 main
reasons through X exams: ambiguity, novelty and belongingness. Japanese olfactory expression is
not limited in just olfactory sense, and can refer to visual, mood, possibility, and user’s feelings widely
even to new blur usage. Its widened usage sometimes seems to an error or a mistake and is accepted
as part of funny word games, that enables players to communicate easily and frankly with many
and unspecified unknowns like X. Its users can strengthen their self-actualization and memberships
by utilizing such mistake-like usage as their dialect. “-kusa:” can be used in both approaching
and receding consideration contexts, which is changing its evaluation. Modern Japanese olfactory

expression has lessened its negative value yet and widened its meaning and usage.

Key words: “-kusai”, olfactory expressions, evaluation, new blur representation, belongingness



