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Look at the moon! How strange the moon seems! She is like a woman rising from a tomb.
She is like a dead woman. You would fancy she was looking for dead things.
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How pale the Princess is! Never have I seen her so pale. She is like the shadow of a white
rose in a mirror of silver.
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How good to see the moon! She is like a little piece of money, you would think she was a
little silver flower. The moon is cold and chaste. I am sure she is a virgin, she has a virgin’ s
beauty. Yes, she is a virgin. She has never defiled herself. She has never abandoned herself to
men, like the other goddesses.
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The moon has a strange look tonight. Has she not a strange look? She is like a mad woman,
a mad woman who is seeking everywhere for lovers. She is naked, too. She is quite naked.
The clouds are seeking to clothe her nakedness, but she will not let them. She shows herself
naked in the sky. She reels through the clouds like a drunken woman---I am sure she is
looking for lovers. Does she not reel like a drunken woman? She is like a mad woman, is she
not?
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No; the moon is like the moon, that is all.
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Jokanaan, I am amorous of thy body! Thy body is white like the lilies of a field that the
mower hath never mowed....

It is of thy hair that I am enamoured, Jokanaan. Thy hair is like clusters of grapes, like the
clusters of black grapes that hang from the vine trees of Edom in the land of Edomites....

It is thy mouth that I desire, Jokanaan. Thy mouth is like a band of scarlet on a tower of
ivory. It is like a pomegranate cut with a knife of ivory...
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Back! Daughter of Babylon!
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Daughter of Sodom, come not near me!
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---Let me kiss thy mouth.

I will kiss thy mouth, Jokanaan.
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Ah! Thou wouldst not suffer me to kiss thy mouth, Jokanaan. Welll I will kiss it now. I will
bite it with my teeth as one bites a ripe fruit. Yes, I will kiss thy mouth,Jokanaan. I said it. Did
I not say it? I said it. Ah! Iwill kiss it now....

Ah! T have kissed thy mouth, Jokanaan, I have kissed thy mouth. There was a bitter taste
on thy lips. Was it the taste of blood?..But perchance it is the taste of love..They say that love
hath a bitter taste..But what of that? What of that? I have kissed thy mouth, Jokanaan.
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