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The Influences of Knowledge Concerning Word Formation on Interpreting Unknown Kanji

Compounds: Focused on the Head of a Morphologically Complex Word

KUWABARA YOKO

This study investigates the process of interpreting unknown Aanji compounds in order to
analyze the way of inferring word formation and the head of a morphologically complex word
Kanji, which contains the main meaning of the Kanji compound. The subjects of this study
were three intermediate and advanced learners of Japanese as a second language (JSL) from
a non-Kanji culture. The results shows that learners have their own explicit knowledge
concerning word formation of Kanji compounds, and this knowledge can have an influence on
interpreting unknown Kanji compounds. Furthermore, the results also show that in some cases
the cause of a failure to interpret unknown Kanji compound is the learner’s knowledge
deviating from the correct rule of word formation for the Kanji compound. This suggests
that there can be a need for re—training concerning word formation of Kanji compounds for

advanced learners.

Keywords : Kanji compounds, interpreting an unknown word, word formation, the head of a

morphologically complex word, Japanese learner from non—Kanji culture



