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The Possibility of Collaboration among Japanese, English and Chinese in Foreign Language Education in Elementary School: from the

Perspective of Language Awareness

WANG Linfeng

This paper holds that the purpose of foreign language education in elementary school is “language education”. Language education aims to

cultivate language competency in prospect of language awareness. Both native and foreign language competency can be developed by raising

one’s linguistic awareness. A fulfilling language education thus calls for collaboration between Japanese education and foreign language education

approaches. This paper provides results drawn from an action research project of collaborative Japanese and English classes in secondary school, to

shed some light on elementary school foreign language education. Based on a Japanese language textbook analysis, the possibility of collaboration

between Japanese with Chinese is discussed.

Key words : Foreign Language Education in Elementary Schools, Metalinguistic Ability, Language Noticing/Awareness, Language Education



