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A CASE STUDY OF HEALTH RELATED NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS IN
THE UNITED STATES: THEIR ROLES AND PROBLEMS

Kazuo TAKAYAMA

Department of Economics

Abstract: This article examines the roles and the problems of health-related nonprofit organi-
zations in the United States, especially the so-called patient organizations. We expect that their
grant activities, support activities and advocacy make a contribution to the improvement of the
American healthcare system. However, their financial crisises and the impact of managed care

will erode their positive role and trust at large.
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7 Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association ERER%E 651{EFIL| 19294
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