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Department of English

Abstract: To investigate what changes the 1991 Governmental Relaxation of the Requirements for
College Education Regulations has brought about in the English education at medical colleges in
Japan, a questionnaire was conducted at 14 medical colleges in July, 1998. The main results were:
(1) The total teaching time for the required English has dropped from 200 hrs to 162. (2) The maxi-
mum English learning time has dropped from 368 hrs to 197. (3) Many more English credits are
required of the first year students (4.5 credits) than of the second (2.4), (4) At seven medical col-
leges medical English is taught for 35.2 hrs on average, mostly by foreign teachers of English. (5)
In the nursing departments, the required English is taught for 108 hrs and the maximum English
learning time is 158 hrs. The survey led the author to the necessity of having a thorough perspec-
tive of the English education in the medical college and he tentatively proposes a comprehensive cur-
riculum. Accordingly, there will be four types of English education for a medical college: Cultural
English (CE), Cultural-Medical English (CME), Specialized Medical English (SME), and Applied
Medical English (AME). CE and CME are taught to the first and second year students by the
English teachers, the former dealing with general, cultural themes and the latter with those
medicine-related general topics and terms which will motivate the medical students. SME mainly
deals with medical terms and expressions used in the basic and clinical medicine and will be taught
to the third through sixth year students by medical course teachers. AME is a self-teaching course
for graduate students and is involved with the real use of medical English in article reading and
writing, presentation and discussion, and clinical conversations in the hospital. In addition, the
author introduces some useful teaching materials for CME, and lastly he invites all the English
teachers at medical colleges to cooperate to form the best English education curriculum for medical
and nursing students.
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