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The mediating power of the Daimyo in the age of Early Modern
Wars, with a focus on the law of the Daimyo fief and court
documents.

by HASEGAWA Yasuko

The recent historians have identified the specific elements constituting
the power of the Daimyo, by examining the documents related to the
law suits and trials under the regional regime. The legal function is
rooted in the local problems from which fledged federal lords, clans
and peasants suffered: for instance, intermittent war and famine. In
pursuit of local stability, they wished a practical way to prevent the
conflicts. Facing such local demands, the Daimyo constituted its power,
the sole public power, by arbitrating conflicts by trial, thereby achieving
the regional peace. The establishment of the regional courts, it is
recently argued, shows a qualitative shift in the ruling power between
the middle and early modern ages. The past historiographies, however,
have little referred to how the Daimyo mediated the actual conflicts, and
how epoch-making the new court system was. In particular, the law
of the Daimyo fief has not been argued in relation to the comparative/
relational historical studies of local villages, though it can be crucial to
understand the Daimyo’s politics. Thus, considering these issues, this
paper analyses the actual issues around local communities expressed
in the clauses of the law of the Daimyo fief. In doing so, it argues that
the Daimyo judged a wide range of conflicts from the familial issues of
their feudatories, maintenance of the feudal relationship, to allocation of
local resources between villages. Besides, it provides a new finding that
the Daimyo themselves participated in the investigating process, even
questioning peasants and village representatives and surveying the land
and resources in conflict. And, the execution of their decision was under
control of their own officers. Such a systematized judging did not exist
in the Muromachi era.
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