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Analysis of Human Genome and Selective Abortion
Tatsu YAMAMOTO
Department of Ethics

Abstract : This paper focuses on the legal and ethical problems of selective abortion
that are considered to be potential impacts on our society created by the Human Genome
Project. As the range and efficiency of genetic diagnosis have increased dramatically,
analysis of human genome raises problems in a new way. Different types of genetic
diagnosis such as carrier, presymptomatic, and prenatal screening must be concretely
examined in connection with selective abortion. The arguments of whether or not and how
far selective abortion in such cases can be ethically justified will be faced with the con-
flicts between ethical principles, i.e. a woman’s right to self-determination and the
foetus’ right to life. The recent German legislation concerning abortion, too, is an
obvious reflection of similar ethical conflicts.
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